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Last Night of the Proms 

The quintessential most English of English classical music concerts and the self styled world's largest and most 
democratic musical festival". The “Proms”, originally known as The Henry Wood Promenade Concerts are an eight-week 
summer season of daily orchestral classical music concerts and other events held annually, predominantly in the 

Royal Albert Hall in London. Founded in 1895, each season now consists of more than 70 concerts in the Albert Hall, 
a series of chamber concerts at Cadogan Hall, additional Proms in the Park events across the United Kingdom on the 
last night, and associated educational and children's events. Often held as outdoor concerts in London's pleasure 

gardens, where the audience was free to stroll around while the orchestra was playing, this tradition has once again 
been revived in parks and stately homes not only in the UK, but across the world. The first series of promenade 

concerts were held indoors at the Queen's Hall in Langham Place. The idea was to encourage an audience for concert 
hall music who, though not normally attending classical concerts, would be attracted by the low-ticket prices and 
more informal atmosphere. In addition to “promenading” or “promming”; eating, drinking and smoking was all allowed. 
Many people's perception of the “Proms” is taken from the “Last Night”, although this concert is very different from 
the others. The concert is traditionally of a lighter vein, with popular classics being followed by a series of British 

patriotic pieces in the second half of the concert. This second half sequence traditionally includes most of the 
works included in this medley. Many in the audience use the occasion for an exuberant display of Britishness. Union 
Jack Flags are carried and waved by the “Prommers”, especially during "Rule, Britannia!". Balloons and party poppers 

are also in abundance.  
 

Rule Britannia by Thomas Arne 

"Rule Britannia" is a British patriotic song, originating from the poem "Rule, Britannia" by James Thomson which was set 
to music in 1740 by Thomas Arne. Strongly associated with the Royal Navy, it was originally included in “Alfred, a 

masque” about Alfred the Great co-written by Thomson to commemorate the accession of George II. 
Thomas Arne (1710-1778) was an English composer, best known for this song. He also wrote a version of “God Save the 
King”, which became the British national anthem, and the song “A-Hunting We Will Go”. During the 18th century Arne 

was the leading British theatre composer, working mainly in Drury Lane and Covent Garden. 
 

The Saucy Arethusa arranged by Henry Wood 

"The Saucy Arethusa" from “Fantasia on British Sea Songs” arranged by Henry Wood is a nautical song thought to have 
been first performed at the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden in 1796 as part of a comic opera called “The Lock and Key”. 
The Arethusa of the title is a frigate of the Royal Navy, named HMS Arethusa, which was captured from the French 

Navy in 1759. The song heralds a successful engagement in 1778 in the English Channel between the “Arethusa” and a 
French frigate. 

 
 Sailor's Hornpipe or Jack's the Lad  (Traditional) 

The "Sailor's Hornpipe" or "Jack's the Lad" is a tune that Samuel Pepys referred to in his diary as "The Jig of the Ship" 
and to which Captain Cook, is noted to have regularly ordered his men to dance to in order to keep them in good 
health. The music then would have been played on a tin whistle, a fiddle or the squeezebox or a combination of all 
three. The dance that accompanies the music imitates the life of a sailor and his duties aboard ship (for example 
hauling of ropes, rowing, climbing the rigging and saluting). It is thought that tune may have been written on 

Tyneside circa 1770. During the annual “Last Night of the Proms” in London, the audience brings foghorns and blows 
them in accompaniment to the music, creating a loud, frantic finale as the music reaches its fastest speed. Groucho 
Marx can be seen doing this dance to this number in the film, “Duck Soup”. The tune is also used in the animated 

1930’s “Popeye” cartoons and in Mike Oldfield's 1973 debut album “Tubular Bells”. 



  

 
 

Land of Hope and Glory by Edward Elgar 
"Land of Hope and Glory" was written by Edward Elgar in 1902, with lyrics by A. C. Benson. The music to which the 

words of "Land of Hope and Glory” are set is the "trio" theme from his “Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1”. The words 
were fitted to this theme on the suggestion of King Edward VII who thought the melody would make a great song. 

"Land of Hope and Glory" has traditionally been sung amidst flag-waving at the climax of the BBC “Last Night of the 
Proms”. 

Englishman Sir Edward William Elgar, (1857-1934) whose best-known compositions are orchestral works are Enigma 
Variations, the Pomp and Circumstance Marches, Concertos for violin and cello, and two symphonies. Appointed Master 
of the King's Musick in 1924, Elgar is often regarded as perhaps the most typical of English composers and was self-
taught, but most of his musical influences were not from England but from continental Europe. He was regarded with 

suspicion in some quarters and in the class-conscious society of Victorian and Edwardian Britain, he was acutely 
sensitive about his humble origins. Importantly Elgar has been described as the first composer to take the gramophone 
seriously and conducted a series of acoustic recordings of his works between 1914 and 1925. After the invention and 

introduction of the microphone it now made it far easier to make more accurate sound reproduction possible. 
  

Jerusalem by Hubert Parry 
Sir Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) was an English composer, teacher and historian of music. As a composer 
he is best known for "Jerusalem", the coronation anthem "I was glad" and the orchestral and choral ode “Blest Pair of 

Sirens”, his orchestral works include five symphonies and a set of Symphonic Variations. 
Parry was taken up by George Grove, first as a contributor to Grove's massive Dictionary of Music and Musicians in 

the 1870s and 80s, and then in 1883 as professor of composition and musical history at the Royal College of Music, of 
which Grove was the first head. In 1895 Parry succeeded Grove as head of the College, remaining in the post for the 
rest of his life. Parry's influence on later composers is widely recognised. Edward Elgar learned much of his craft 

from Parry's articles in Grove's Dictionary, and among those who studied under Parry at the Royal College were Ralph 
Vaughan Williams, Gustav Holst, Frank Bridge and John Ireland. 

  
Can-can by Jacques Offenbach  

The “can-can” is a high-energy and physically demanding music hall dance, traditionally performed by a chorus line of 
female dancers who wear costumes with long skirts, petticoats, and black stockings. The main features of the dance 
are the lifting and manipulation of the skirts, with high kicking and suggestive, provocative body movements. It first 
appeared in the working-class ballrooms of Montparnasse in Paris in around 1830. The dance did cause something of a 
scandal, and for a while, there were attempts to repress it. Occasionally people dancing the cancan were arrested 

but it was never officially banned, 
Jacques Offenbach (1819-1880) was a German-born French composer and impresario of the romantic period. He is best 

remembered for nearly 100 operettas of the 1850s–1870s and his uncompleted opera “The Tales of Hoffmann”. He was a 
powerful influence on later composers of the operetta genre, particularly Johann Strauss, Jr. and Arthur Sullivan. 

       
Superbrass Music 

Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions and arrangements 
for brass and percussion. 

Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest quality. 
Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 
ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 

The future is in your hands. 
Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 
If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at info@superbrass.co.uk 

Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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SB1: Como Poden per sas Culpas                arr. Jock McKenzie                                                                         
SB2: Tientos y Danzas                                        Gareth Wood                                                                   
SB3: Dindirindin                                        arr. Jock McKenzie                                                                                             
SB4: Fugatango                                             Steve Waterman                                                                                          
SB5: Air des Espagnol                                Jean-Baptiste Lully                                                                                
SB6: Donde el Mar Saluda al Cielo                        Mark Bassey                                                                          
SB7: Homenaje a Don Luis de Victoria   Tomás Luis de Victoria                                                              
SB8: Los Canarios                                                Gaspar Sanz                                                                                             
SB9: Juanear                                                      Jim Rattigan 
SB10: La Perla Negra                                          Colin Skinner                                                                                    
SB11: Dulcinea                                                   David Powell                                                                                            
SB12: Castles in Spain                                     Mark Lockheart                                                                                   
SB13: Malagueña                                           Ernesto Lecuona                                                                                       
SB14: Clapp!!!!                                                   Paul McGhee                                                                                               
SB15: Leviathan                                                  Paul Denegri                                                                                              
SB16: Saeta                                                             Gil Evans                                                                                                                                                                                                 
SB17: Sunny                                                         John Eacott                                                                                                                                                                                          
SB18: The Incredibles                                 Michael Giacchino                                                                                    
SB19: Children of Sanchez                              Chuck Mangione                                                                                                                          
SB20: La Virgen de La Macarena   Bernardo Bautista Monterde                                                                                                                                                                                                       
SB21: Soul Bossa Nova                                        Quincy Jones                                                                                                                                                    
SB22: Smoke on the Water                                   Deep Purple                                                                                  
SB23: Innuendo                    Mercury, May, Taylor and Deacon                                                                       
SB24: Flood Warning                                     Mark Nightingale                                                                                                                             
SB25: Highforce                                              Mark Lockheart                                                                                        
SB26: Icebreaker                                                 Tom Harrold                                                                                            
SB27: Inchcolm                                                    Terry Johns                                                                                             
SB28: Wade in the Water                               arr. Mark Bassey                                                                                   
SB29: Deep River                                          arr. Mark Bassey                                                                                             
SB30: The Healing Stream                                   David Powell                                                                                  
SB31: The Raft of Medusa                                   Gareth Wood                                                                                  
SB32: Underground Plumbing Blues                        Andy Baker                                                                      
SB33: Firewater                                                  Jim Rattigan                                                                                          
SB34: Enormous Pink Jellyfish                              Mark Bassey                                                                             
SB35: Memories of You                                         Eubie Blake                                                                                      
SB36: Solving the Riddle                                           Billy May                                                                                      
SB37: Spain                                                         Chick Corea                                                                                                   
SB38: Sing Sing Sing                                              Louis Prima                                                                                  
SB39: “Peter Gunn” Theme                               Henry Mancini                                                                    
SB40: The Green Hornet                                           Billy May                                                                            
SB41: Gonna Fly Now – Theme from “Rocky”             Bill Conti                                                            
SB42: Rondeau from Abdelazar                          Henry Purcell                                                                      
SB43: Prelude from Te Deum           Marc-Antoine Charpentier 
SB44: Rondeau  Sinfonies des Fanfares     Jean-Joseph Mouret 
SB45: Habanera from Carmen                             George Bizet                                                                               
SB46: Funk                                                    Keiron Anderson 
SB47: Tubasco                                                  Duncan Ward                                                       
SB48: Brass Braziliana                                   Keiron Anderson 
SB49: Theme from “Shaft”                                    Isaac Hayes 

SB50: Trumpet Tune and Air                              Henry Purcell                                                                       
SB51: A Redbridge Raga                                       Chris Wilcox                                                                         
SB52: Finale from Organ Symphony           Camille Saint-Saëns                                                           
SB53: Masque after “Dioclesian”                       Chris Houlding                                                                            
SB54: Alloy                                                         Chris Wilcox                                                                                     
SB55: The Moose on the Loose                            Mark Hamlyn                                                                            
SB56: O.B.1. Fanfare                                           Tom Watson                                                            
SB57: Blewz                                                  Keiron Anderson 
SB58: Thrash’d                                                   Tom Harrold                                                               
SB59: The New Spagnoletta                               Giles Farnaby                                                       
SB60: Aviator                                                Keiron Anderson 
SB61: La Forza del Destino                              Giuseppe Verdi                                                                                        
SB62: Fêtes                                                    Claude Debussy 
SB63: Last Night of the Proms Medley             arr. Tom Barton                                                                       
SB64: Tango de Buenos Aires                         Keiron Anderson 
SB65: Entrance of the Gladiators                          Julius Fučík                                                                       
SB66: Rondo from Horn Concerto No 3                 W.A. Mozart                                                                                                
SB67: I Ain’t Gonna Ask No More                    Toshiko Akiyoshi                                                           
SB68: Music for the Royal Fireworks             George F. Handel                                                                            
SB69: Minstrels                                               Claude Debussy 
SB70: Skirll                                                         Tom Harrold                                                                           
SB71: Fanfare from King Lear                          Claude Debussy                                                            
SB72: Hard Hats and Cornets                                Terry Johns                                                                      
SB73: Blue Bombazine                                          Terry Johns                                                               
SB74: Red Vest Man                                       Steve Waterman                                                       
SB75: Pastime with Good Company                  King Henry Vlll                                                                               
SB76: Bebop for Brass                                    Keiron Anderson                                                                                        
SB77: Paolozzi’s Windows                                     Terry Johns                                                                               
SB78: Pavane                                                    Gabreil Fauré                                                                      
SB79: Homage to Bach                                     Chris Houlding                                                                          
SB80: Elsa’s Procession to the Cathedral         Richard Wagner                                                                     
SB81: Naman                                                      Paul Denegri                                                                         
SB82: Scarborough Fair                                arr. Ian Shepherd                                                           
SB83: Jig from St. Paul’s Suite                            Gustav Holst                                                                            
SB84: Thaxted                                                    Gustav Holst 
SB85: Nimrod from Enigma Variations            Sir Edward Elgar                                                                           
SB86: Tea for Two                                        Vincent Youmans 
SB87: Dapperidoo                                            Jock McKenzie 
SB88: Serenade                                             Sir Edward Elgar 
SB89: Black Bottom Stomp                            Jelly Roll Morton 
SB90: The Lark                                          arr. Jock McKenzie 
SB91: Makin Whoopee                                  Walter Donaldson 
SB92: Tu Romnie                                       arr. Jock McKenzie 
SB93: Quarks & Things                                     Jock McKenzie 
SB94: Fantasia on British Sea Songs                 Sir Henry Wood  
SB95: El Gato Montés                                      Manuel Penella 
SB96: Czardas                                                   Vittorio Monti 
SB97: Purcell Fantasia                                        Ian Shepherd                                                         

    
 

                        
 
 
 

“This is absolutely one of the finest and most creative brass ensembles 

in the world." 

International Trombone Association Journal 


